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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 2016
Aaron M. Wile

Winner of the JAMES L. CLIFFORD PRIZE

Aaron M. Wile is the winner of the 2015-16 Prize. The Prize is awarded annually by the
American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies to the author of the best article regarding any
aspect of eighteenth-century culture. Receiving the award is Wile's “Watteau, Reverie, and Selfhood”
published by College Art Association in The Art Bulletin.

The Clifford Fund was originally established to support an annual prize in honor of James L.
Clifford. Clifford founded The Johnsonian News Letter in 1940, was Secretary to the English Institute,
twice a Guggenheim Fellow, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, and third President of the
American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. During his long and energetic life, he produced
numerous books, articles, bibliographies, essays, edited collections, editions and, of course, the
much beloved, imitated, and quoted Johnsonian News Letter. Accordingly, the Clifford Prize is
awarded to the author of the best article on an eighteenth-century subject, interesting to any
eighteenth-century specialist, regardless of discipline.

The American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies is a non-profit, educational group
founded to promote the study of all aspects of the eighteenth century. It sponsors conferences,
awards, fellowships and prizes, and publishes Eighteenth-Century Studies and Studies in Eighteenth-
Century Culture. Requests for information about the Clifford Prize and nominations may be
addressed to:
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